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Miami-based organization Delou Africa has been the ambassador of African dance and drumming in South Florida for the last 30 years. It started as a performing company,
and has since expanded into a small dance empire. Coming up this weekend, Delou will again present its annual DanceAfrica Miami, a three-day festival of African dance and
drum classes and performances.
Eight years ago, the organization started a dance and drum festival to bring guest artists to Miami (at the time, it was known as the African Diaspora Drum and Dance
Festival of Florida). But in 2011, African dance legend Chuck Davis, affectionately known by students of African dance as “Baba Chuck,” paid a visit. With his blessing, Delou
was invited to operate yearly programming under the umbrella of Davis’s widely known DanceAfrica, a network of annual festivals held in major cities around the country.
Davis passed away in May, a death marked both by sorrow and celebration. Honoring his life, Delou’s 2017 DanceAfrica Miami festival is all about "Baba" chuck Davis' legacy,
with performances dedicated to him, plus a full program of classes presenting the African and diasporic dance traditions that he so passionately cultivated around the United

States.
We spoke with Folayan Griffiths, vice president of Delou Africa, Inc. and the oldest daughter of Delou’s founder Njeri Plato. As a woman whose life has been shaped by the
rhythms of African dance, Griffith crossed paths with Davis over the years and bore witness to his ever-growing circle of influence.
She filled us in on the details for this year’s festival and shared some of her experiences with Davis.
How long have you been a dancer?
I’ve been dancing since I was a young girl. In the womb I could almost say!
Is there a particular style of dance that Delou focuses on?
Usually it’s West African folklore. So from any of the West African countries: Guinea, Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Ivory Coast. We do other countries, but our expertise is more
geared towards the west.
Are there commonalities among the dances from these countries?
Some of the dances are shared between surrounding countries, but for the most part, the dances are pretty different. What’s similar between them is the dances are usually
done for a particular reason: a marriage, or a birthday, rites of passage, death. So usually African dance is done for a specific reason.
What is the overall goal of DanceAfrica Miami?
In general, the festival is used to bridge the cultural gap, to bring communities together to experience the African diaspora.
We try to make it very diverse -- not only [dance from] Africa, but also countries in the African diaspora, which means Haiti, Cuba, the United States. We try to showcase all
of that at our festival.
Your program includes both dancing and drumming?
Yes, it has dance and drumming, or dance and music. The reason I say music is because we teach classes that deal with other instruments as well: the balafone, which is like
the American xylophone, or the shekere, which is a gourd that has beads on it and is used as a shaker.
You are now operating as DanceAfrica. What does that mean?
DanceAfrica is a network of African dance festivals, in New York, in D.C., in Georgia and Pennsylvania. We are the newest city under this dance network. We transitioned to
this over a couple of years. In 2011 we invited Baba Chuck Davis, the founder of DanceAfrica, to give him our Cultural Community Outreach Development Award. And when
he came, he … basically endorsed us. He came every year after that. He set us up and put us in the right place so we can be successful with DanceAfrica Miami.
He passed away earlier this year. Do you have any reflections on his legacy?
He was such a free spirit. Even if you didn’t know him, you felt like you did. As a young girl, I had encounters with him -- and I’m sure he probably didn’t remember me. But
when he came in 2011, he knew Folayan was Njeri’s daughter and that’s all it took. He was like, “Are you doing good in school? Are you dancing? Are you smiling when you’re
on stage?”
It seems he really was a leader in the largest sense for the African dance community.
Absolutely. What made him special is that he’d been dancing since he was a young boy, and he continued to create. He kept it authentic, but he was also very creative at the
same time. And anyone who danced with him or around him, they know the discipline he portrayed. If you see somebody dancing, you might admire their dancing; you
probably don’t know where they trained, but then when you talk to them, they say, “Oh Baba Chuck was my teacher.”
For this year’s festival, how will you acknowledge his passing?
We’re doing tribute dances to him. We’re also going to have a libation for him. Once he transitioned [to death], we changed our program around. At the beginning we’ll do a
slide show, and then we’re performing his favorite dances.
DanceAfrica Miami, Delou Africa’s African Diaspora Dance and Drum Festival of Florida. All-day dance and drum workshops, Friday through Sunday; concert Saturday, 8 p.m.
Little Haiti Cultural Complex, 212-260 NE 59th Terr., Miami. Prices vary, adddff.delouafrica.org.

Leave a comment...

MUST BE LOGGED IN
No one logged in. Log in (/portal/user/login)

ABOUT THE WRITER
Catherine Hollingsworth (/our-writers/catherine-hollingsworth)
Cathering Hollingsworth is a dance critic and dancer
writers/catherine- ..
hollingsworth)
About the Writer (/our-writers/catherine-hollingsworth)
(/our-

BACK TO TOP

Read All Dance Articles
Martha Graham and the South Florida Symphony Orchestra Explore the Journey of America (/dance-articles/martha-graham-and-the-south-florida-symphony-orchestra-explorethe-journey-of-america)
Performance Artist Dan Froot “Pang!”’s about Hunger and Need for Communal Nourishment (/dance-articles/performance-artist-dan-froot-pang-s-about-hunger-and-need-forcommunal-nourishment)
ScreenDance Miami Lives On at Miami Light Project (/dance-articles/screendance-miami-lives-on-at-miami-light-project)
Jerome Robbins Given His Due With MCB's Program II (/dance-articles/jerome-robbins-given-his-due-with-mcbs-program-ii)
Bill T. Jones Combines Immersive Dance, Story-Telling as Part of Trilogy (/dance-articles/bill-t-jones-combines-immersive-dance-story-telling-as-part-of-trilogy)
Peter London’s ‘Rhythmic Atlantic:’ Celebrating Diverse Cultures for the Holidays (/dance-articles/peter-london-s-rhythmic-atlantic-celebrating-diverse-cultures-for-theholidays)
The State Ballet Theatre of Russia Brings Sleeping Beauty to SMDCAC (/dance-articles/the-state-ballet-theatre-of-russia-brings-sleeping-beauty-to-smdcac)
A New Face for Miami City Ballet’s ‘Nutcracker’ (/dance-articles/a-new-face-for-miami-city-ballet-s-nutcracker)
The Hip Hop Nutcracker: A Unique Take on an Holiday Favorite (/dance-articles/the-hip-hop-nutcracker-a-unique-take-on-an-holiday-favorite)
Alma Dance Theater Revises Dance for Final Version of ‘Flowers’ (/dance-articles/alma-dance-theater-revises-dance-for-final-version-of-flowers)
Dimensions Dance Theatre: Ballet’s Pointe of Passion (/dance-articles/dimensions-dance-theatre-ballet-s-pointe-of-passion)
For “Binomio,” a Flamenco Friendship Extends from Studio to Stage (/dance-articles/for-binomio-a-flamenco-friendship-extends-from-studio-to-stage)

1
2 (/dance-articles/danceafrica-miami-festival-tribute-to-baba-chuck-davis?A=WebApp&CCID=16211&Page=2&Items=12)
3 (/dance-articles/danceafricamiami-festival-tribute-to-baba-chuck-davis?A=WebApp&CCID=16211&Page=3&Items=12)
4 (/dance-articles/danceafrica-miami-festival-tribute-to-baba-chuck-davis?
A=WebApp&CCID=16211&Page=4&Items=12)
5 (/dance-articles/danceafrica-miami-festival-tribute-to-baba-chuck-davis?A=WebApp&CCID=16211&Page=5&Items=12)
.. 49 (/dance-articles/danceafrica-miami-festival-tribute-to-baba-chuck-davis?A=WebApp&CCID=16211&Page=49&Items=12)
Next (/dance-articles/danceafricamiami-festival-tribute-to-baba-chuck-davis?A=WebApp&CCID=16211&Page=2&Items=12)

WATCH VIDEOS

ADD TO FAVORITES (/FAVORITEPROCESS.ASPX?OID=8696794&OTYPE=35) |

Culture Shock review of Mummenschanz (/our-videos/culture-shock-review-of-mummenschanz)
More Videos (/videos)

Advertisement

(/BannerProcess.aspx?ID=18552&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.artsbizmiami.org)

SPONSORS

LINKS
Home Page (/)
Meet the Team (/about)
Writer Portal (/portal/writer/writer-login)

SOCIAL
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/ArtburstMiami)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/artburstmiami)

CONTACT

User Portal (/portal/user/login)

First Name

Art Group Portal (/portal/art-group/login)

Last Name

Performer Portal (/portal/performer/login)

Valid Email Address

Web With Us (http://webwithus.com)
Add your comments here...

SHARE

